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The farm is near Elmvale, Flos Township 

To the N are the Townships of Tiny and Tay, 
and to the E the Township of Medonte 

Flos, Tiny, and Tay were the names of the  
lap dogs (!) of the wife of the first Governor  
General of Upper Canada, John Graves  
Simcoe. The Township of Flos, and  
the Village of Elmvale, have since 
merged to form Springwater Township. 



farm 

This is HURONIA: the land of the Huron 
the name Huron is from the French. Natives called themselves “Wendat” 

When the French arrived in the 17th century, there were probably 15 to 20 
inhabited villages already in the area, with perhaps 10 to 15 thousand 
inhabitants. Ossossané, for example, located at present day Concession VIII 
of Tiny Township, was a Wendat village of 40 longhouses, 250 families, and 
ca. 1500 people. The total number of villages in their territory, however, 
probably numbered three to four hundred, but most were not occupied simply 
because the Wendat were partly nomadic and were always on the move. 



The Wendat lived communally in 
longhouses made of Elm bark 

Notice how well the longhouse fits into 
the surrounding forest environment 



The longhouses were 
surrounded by a walled 
palisade. There was no 
direct entrance into the 
settlement. Instead, the 
entrance consisted of a 
maze, making it easier to 
defend from attack. The 
Wendat and the Iroquois 
(who lived further south) 
were mortal enemies. 



The entrance to 
the longhouse 
was kept small 
for strategic 
reasons. Inside, 
the layout 
allowed 
accommodation 
and storage, and 
its inhabitants 
were kept warm 
and dry,,, but 
rather smokey ! 



The Wendat were a very 
spritual people, and had an 
established social and legal 
system. 

The Three Sisters – corn, 
squash, and beans – were an 
essential part of their 
lives, as was fishing, 
hunting, and trapping. 



Wendat mocassins 

Wendat tobacco 
pouch made of 
moose hair 

lacrosse, now our national sport,  
and my favourite game 



1938 (?) 

The Wye River. 
The first European settlement in Ontario, the first 

church, the first apothecary, the first experimental 
farm…. all were built at the mouth of this river  

(Ste. Marie among the Hurons) 

The Wendat name for the Wye River was “Isiaragui” 



ca. 1948 

Our river gets its name from the River Wye 
in Britain which originates in the mountains 
of Wales. This book by Bradley includes 
these illustrations which are shown here in 
sequence they are found in the book, from 
the origins of the river….  



,,,,,,,,,, 
and 

following 
its flow 
to the 

coast of 
England. 



The Wye River Watershed includes 
Orr Lake, the Tiny Marsh, and the 
Wye Marsh. Orr Lake was also a 
marsh originally. However, two 

dams were constructed during the 
19th century to raise water levels 

and allow saw mills to be 
constructed. So, the farm not only 
sits on the Wye River, but is in the 

vicinity of three significant 
wetlands. 

Tiny Marsh gets its name from Tiny Township,  
and not  from its size: it consists of 600 ha of marsh  

and 300 ha of field and forest. It is one of  approximately  
1,200 Important Bird Areas (IBA)  recognized in Canada.  



Trumpeter Swans, 
Tiny Marsh,  

April 2007 



The Wye River forms the Wye Marsh as it enters  
Georgian Bay at present day Midland …… 

and this became the site of Sainte Marie 



Sainte Marie was established in 1639 



Franz Johnston, one of the founding members of the 
Group of Seven, lived on the Wye River in Wyebridge, 
where he had not only a studio, but also an art school. 

Among other things, Johnston was renowned for his renditions of snow. 

First snow 

Shack in the woods 

untitled 

Spring snow 



The Shack in the Woods by Franz Johnston, is one of the most reproduced paintings of all time. 



The Farm Stream, 1943. Franz Johnston.  
The inscription on the back of the painting says “for Bill” 

This is what the Wye River looked like when my parents 
bought the property in 1972. This painting reminds me of 

the spot where Dad (who could not swim) fell into the 
river on a very cold day in October of 1972 or 1973… 

Franz Johnston, 1921 



untitled. Franz Johnston 

I dream that this is what the Wye River will look like one day…. 
 that it can be restored to its natural condition 

The Beckoning Stream, Franz Johnston 



The Sparkling Wye. Franz Johnston 

The Wye River, as it sparkles at our farm,  
March 2007 

In fact, the Wendat name “Isiaragui”  
means “the sunbeams dancing on the water” 

“There is just stream enough for  
a flow of thought, that is all”.  
Thoreau 



The Sparkling Wye, May 2004, during spring flood 

Tony and Gary for scale. 
 

“that a man should welcome storms for their exhilarating music and motion, and go forth to see  

God making landscapes, is reasonable enough…. 

 

Nature’s finest lessons are to be found in her storms, and if careful to keep in right relations with them, we may go safely abroad with them, rejoicing in the 

grandeur and beauty of their ways.” 

 

John Muir. The Wilderness Journeys 



Agnes Cummings 

Mary Johnson 

June 17, 1972 

67.3 m 

41.9 m 

64.0 m 

When Mom and Dad bought the farm in 1972, it did not include the farmhouse property. 
Until she sold the farmhouse to my parents in 1990, Mrs. Johnson lived here with her 

sister Agnes Cummings. These women were Straths, and told me that their grandparents 
came from Scotland, cleared the original forests using oxen, and sowed the fields  

with grain that they would buy after walking to Bradford and back again (!) 



TIMELINE 
 
ca. 1850 
Property settled by the Strath Family, from Scotland 
 
1972 
Farm purchased by Michael and Jean Shotyk, from Don McLean. 
 
1976 
two thousand seedlings (red pine, white spruce, Norway spruce, red oak) 
 
1977 
five thousand seedlings (windbreak poplar, white ash, white cedar, white 
spruce) 
 
1990 
Mrs. Mary Johnson and Mrs. Agnes Cummings sold farm house,  
to Michael and Jean Shotyk 

“Previous to 1847, the entire flat portion of the Township of Flos,  
where Elmvale, Fergusonvale, and Phelpston now stand,  

and all the district west to the Nottawasaga River, 
was a wilderness seldom trodden by white men”. 

A.F. Hunter, A History of Simcoe County 

Note: According to David Strath, nephew of Mrs. Johnson,our farm property was originally 
settled by the Ritchie family, but purchased by Mr. George Johnson (late husband of Mrs. 
Johnson), after he had returned from the War and had worked and saved for a year or so. 
Thus, it may be that the Johnson family owned the farm only since ca. 1946 or 1947. According  
to David, the Strath family had actually cleared the farm behind our property…. 



RECENT PLANTINGS 
1991 
Planted hundreds of seedlings, with Dad, around the farmhouse, including fruit and nut 
trees 
 
1993 
Planted hundreds of seedlings, with Dad, along the highway frontage 
 

1999 
planted with the Cheburkin and the Nelligan families, and Domink Weiss. White ash, 
silver maple, and black walnut planted along the river. 
 
2003 
autumn planting, by myself, of some white ash seedlings beside the river. I will never 
forget this day, as I watched the rain falling on the river (when it didn’t hail !). The sky 
was so dark, but when the sun came out, the fall colours (especially the white ash 
behind the farm) were ablaze. 
 
2004 
planting with Pat Nelligan and his daughters (Lindsay, Cara, Allison), Tony Tolomizenko 
and his daughters (Julia and Christa), Gary Rasiuk and his daughters (Stephanie and 
Elisabeth), as well as my own daughters Emma and Olivia.  



Air Photo,  
1978,  
1:10,000 

Elmvale, 1.5 km 

N 

477.7 m 

627.2 m 585.4 m 

99.8 m 
101.9 m 



these photos probably date 
from ca. 1972 or 1973 and 
prove that my grandmother 

did the visit the farm, at least 
once or twice ! 



Base camp for all farm trips from 1974 until 2004: 241 Ellis Avenue 



Dad loved his 
Volkswagen 
Beetles 



1976 
Planted 2,000 seedlings which were intended  
to be used later for transplanting. Space left over became my first garden. 

same view, ca. 15 years later 



the motorcycle was my 
principal mode of 

transportation at that time 



1976 GMC Sierra half-ton. Bought second-hand in 1977 so that I could bring 
the vegetables from the farm to Toronto e.g. 1600 lbs of potatoes ! 

harvesting potatoes 
with my Dad, 1977 



Summer 2007. Who would have 
thought that the pickup truck, and 
motorcycle, would still be in use 30 
years later…. 

May, 2007 
Bill, bike, truck, 
happy to be back 
together again 

The motorcycle is still in 
use, thanks to Tommy ! 



1977 
Second summer by myself at the farm, living in the milkhouse. 

Uncle Christopher 



Summer 1977. Mom and Dad would come up to visit me for the 
day, and bring home fresh eggs and vegetables from the garden, 
including rhubarb which I grew by the milkhouse 



1977 
Planted 5,000 seedlings this year, all around the farm, with 16 high school 
friends. In the summer, Hobo and I took care of one pigeon, five ducks, 
twelve chickens and seventeen rabbits. 



The Dark Ages of 
tree planting in 

Elmvale:  
1977 to 1989 

 
1977 to 1981, 

University of Guelph; 
 

  1981 to 1987,  
University of Western 

Ontario; 
 

1987, 
University of California;  

 
1988/89,  

University of Western 
Ontario. 



1991 
Planting seedlings on the farmhouse property. 

Same place, eight years later……… 

Also in the spring of 1991, Beth’s Uncle Walter Aitken 
came to the farm, to help me plant a row of cedars. It was  
a glorious day, and I was grateful to him for coming all the 
way from Mount Forest to help out. Those cedars have done very well ! 



Planting cedars, 1993 

Admiring the same cedars, eight years later 



resting on the cedar boughs after the trimming the cedar hedge, March 2005. 
It was -10 C but sunny, so the girls slept well. 

trimming the same cedar  
hedge, March 2005 



Planting maples along the laneway, 1991 

the same view,  
just a few years later 



Spring of 1999 

Tato getting ready for a trip to the farm, 
summer 2000. It was to be one of his last. 
This was the summer he was diagnosed 
with Alzheimers. 



Tato was a Man Who Planted Trees….  

“He that planteth a tree is the servant of God, 
He provideth a kindness for many generations, 
And faces that he hath not seen shall bless him”. 
Henry van Dyke 



    
        
      

 

The barn was Dad’s Ukrainian Tire Store: here he would bring all kinds of tools (hammers, crowbars, 
pry bars, shovels, chains, cables, ropes) and equipment he collected over the years, including building 
supplies (lumber, windows, doors, shingles, fasteners) and car parts (every part imaginable, including 
VW hoods and doors, mirrors windows, engines, bumpers). Dad invented recycling 

His collection of copper 
wire weighed more than 
400 kgs. 



Emma looking at a bird’s nest in a white spruce 
which is two years older than she is ! 



This black walnut near the spring  
at the farmhouse, like the two young women,  
is no longer this size. Emma was 3, Olivia 1. 

These Colorado Blue spruce are still  
two years older than Emma, but 
who is bigger now ?  
January 5, 2005 



1976  
View from the barn to 
the north 

Twenty-five years later………… 



2004 
these trees were planted as seedlings in 1976 



1976  

May, 1999 



May, 1999 
Planting with Dad, Andriy and Helen, 
Dominik Weiss, and the Nelligan Family 



The Nelligan clan, with the family sycamore tree, May 1999. 
The tree was kindly provided by Pat who brought it from London ONT 

Olivia at the same tree, 
later that summer. 

Same summer, Emma 
beside a Black Walnut 



view to the SE, from the field to the south of the farmhouse 



view to the N, from the field north of the farmhouse, 
and Stephanie Rasiuk, (May 1999) 

same view, March 2005 



The Barn, winter 2000 



Andriy Cheburkin and Helen Kurzel, Stewards 1998 - 2000 





WINTER 1997. 
Liv, in the red snow suit and just two 
years old, is running to catch up with 
Emma and Alexandra and Stephanie 
Rasiuk. 

many others leave their tracks in the 
snow too…. 



The Past Five Years 
2004 to 2008 



2004 



The Next Generation of Stewards. May, 2004 



May 2004: four fathers, ten daughters, 50 oak trees. 
Two days of solid rain. Not a single complaint ! 
These are GREAT kids ! 

Pat Nelligan, Cara, Lindsay, Allison. 



The farmhouse not being rented 
at the time, the tree planting 
crew got a well deserved rest 
that night, on the floor…. 

The Old Farmhouse 
“I consider it a misfortune to love any place as I love this old homestead….  

The agony of parting from it is intolerable.  
I love this old home deeply”. 

Lucy Maude Montgomery 
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My crew, summer of 2004 



These lovely girls……….. 

…. helped to plant these red oaks,  
May 2004 





We made time for a visit to the Wye Marsh, to see the Trumpter Swans,,,, 



,,,, and to hike through the Swamp 

we saw no monsters…  



Hey Dad, 
this is a 

great 
Swamp ! 

Hmmm 



2004 
The best summer of my life. And both girls learned how to drive the truck ! 



After many years of slumber in the barn, the truck was back on the road: 
a big hit with ALL of the kids ! 



we were able to find some old barn beams (thanks to John Nahuis !),  
and start building our first footbridge 
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